Section 3

Possibilities of involving of a private sector in rehabilitation and secondary processing of wastes on the tailings located in the territories of Central Asia 

In the work of our section active participation was taken by representatives of all countries-participants of the conference and representatives of the international organizations, agencies. All participants of the section have stated that mining industry of the countries of Central Asia is more than one hundred years old where the wide spectrum of minerals had been extracted. At present there is no more industrial scale of work as in the USSR, and legacy is a man caused impact  on the environment  and people. According to the presentations made at our section, huge stocks of waste from the mining enterprises have been accumulated  in  the countries of Central Asia in the tailings and dump pits.
But except the ecological hazard  they probably have, a potential economic gain. Because in the past during the extraction of one strategic metal the attention was not paid to the mineral resources of smaller concentration. The discharged ore remained open-air, that assumed the simplified option of its subsequent processing. sometimes their value considerably exceeds the basic ore component. Today our goal is to lower radioactive, toxic and other threats of tailings to the natural level. The basic problem is lack of data on composition and reserves of useful components of tailings. Existing legal and institutional frameworks do not create attractive conditions for private sector involvement in the process of secondary processing of tailings and damp pits.

It is important to understand, that that in order to achieve the goal the legal responsibility for rehabilitation of tailings of the countries of all central-Asian region lays on the governments of these countries as all uranium manufactures are on the balance sheets of these governments. Accordingly, rehabilitation works should be financed or, at least, co- financed from the budgets of the relevant countries. As experts of the countries of Central Asia stated for carrying out of rehabilitation activities it is necessary to obtain  external financing 
    In order to make the private business or the investor interested in processing of uranium tailings it is necessary to find out first the issue of economic efficiency of the project, and furthermore, the regulating agency should provide the subsequent regenerative actions on the tailing that was disturbed during processing. 

In order to involve private enterprise  it is recommended to implement the following actions:
1. To create a database on all sites of an uranium legacy in the Central Asia including data on volumes of waste, chemical composition and methods of extraction and processing applied in the past. It will allow selecting tailings and dumping pits for preparation of the pre-feasibility study or feasibility study of economically profitable projects. Tailings that are not of interest for business will be recommended for rehabilitation.  

2. To study the international practice of involvement of private sector in processing of the waste in tailings, including not-uranium tailings. Such research should include the review of the legislative framework, applied standards and regulatory procedures, and also «the lessons learnt» from particular cases. Special interest will be represented by licensing issues, statutory acts on import and export and the guarantees given by the government.
3. To set up the international fund of rehabilitation of tailings of  Central Asia with participation of international donors, governments of Central Asia and governments of the countries-buyers of uranium from our region. Use of the assets of the Fund for implementation of concrete projects will demand development of criteria of project design and calculation of needs for financing. To stimulate the private companies that have the required know-how and technologies, to make investment in tailings, it is recommended to combine processing and rehabilitation in one project. Such combination  will provide carrying out of rehabilitation actions after extraction of p metals from the tailings.
4. For project implementation it is recommended to establish  the private-public partnership. The governments could finance rehabilitation, and the private company might be offered to a condition of studying of efficiency of extraction of metal within the limits of the project on rehabilitation on it’s account.
The required for rehabilitation funds can be provided by the international financial institutions to the Governments of the Central Asia which will co-finance the project. At a later stage, it is possible to transfer the role of the international financial institutions to the Central-Asian Rehabilitation Fund. 

Application of such algorithm has shown sound, qualitative and productive management of tailings  in the countries of Europe, for example, in Germany, Hungary, Slovenia. They have achieved amazing results on restoration of environment and local population rehabilitation. All these countries are ready to share their experience in implementation of such approach. Economically this process is not profitable yet in our countries, but it is impossible to forget that almost all countries of the world work on this issue, technologies tend to get developed very fast. There are examples when during processing and rehabilitation of tailings in addition to  benefit to the  businesses the medical, social and environmental problems of the area get solved. 


Yes, possibly, the tailings  might  become more safe after the secondary processing of its contents but who can tell, whether there the processes of extraction of a tail material and processing are ecologically safe or not? It is necessary to remember, that private business can develop only in ecologically clean environment, and it should be interested to bear a social civil responsibility for the people of the country and of the region. Results of discussion at our conference have shown that this objective should be solved, and it is solvable. I wish all of you successes in solving this very pressing objective for the good of prosperity of our region.
