Presentation of Mr. Neal Walker
Distinguished members of the Podium;

Esteemed delegations from the Central Asian States;

Representatives of diplomatic corps and international organizations!

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues!
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of you who have come to this Forum. I believe your participation today exemplifies the real desire to effectively address the issue of uranium tailings in Central Asia. I would also like to acknowledge the presence of experts from all of the Central Asian countries, who can provide additional details on some of the work we are doing, should there be any questions on the presentation. 
Here on the slide you can see Central Asia, which has been a major uranium producer in the former Soviet Union. In this next slide, you can see some of the major activities that, over many decades, have shaped the problem we are addressing today.  

From this slide, we can see that the large-scale uranium mining and processing activity that took place decades ago has left a number of highly toxic tailing dumps. While not all of these dumps pose an imminent threat to human life and well being, it is clear that many do. The problem is not only for the communities immediately surrounding the dumps, but for the broader Fergana Valley, due to the location of the dumps in proximity to the headwaters of the rivers that serve the Fergana. In fact, this next slide shows how uranium could move quickly through the region, carried by the rivers. 
After the independence of the Central Asian states, the unified system for monitoring uranium tailings was delegated to each new state. In retrospect, we can see that during a difficult transition period, the maintenance of nuclear waste disposal sites was not adequate. The problem is complex; it involves the poverty faced by the communities where previously the uranium mining and processing had been an economic strength. It also relates to the lack of a proper regulatory and legal framework for managing the waste sites. Often, information is scarce, or even worse, misleading. There is a perception that all sites must be bad and /or dangerous, while credible information that documents the specific coordinates of real danger is missing or unreliable. Finally, the dumps are located in areas of seismic activity and vulnerable to earthquakes, landslides and other hazards. These elements, combined with locations that are often near international waterways, add up to a complex problem that demands urgent, but coordinated and technically credible response mechanisms. 
SLIDE (Photos of the current situation of tailings)

The United Nations, in working on this problem over the past couple of years, has had several objectives. We would like to generate greater public and political awareness of the problem. We would like to shift the focus from academic analysis to problem resolution and we will support the Governments of Central Asia in securing a coordinated and prioritized set of investments towards a comprehensive solution. During several months in the lead-up to this Forum a public discussion on the issues was held at the web-sites www.uranium.kg and www.caresd.net. This “web-discussion” drew attention to the issue and the significant response demonstrated the real concern, and particularly highlighted the possible consequences of not taking action, for the populations in the countries.
While additional work is still needed to define details of the solutions that have been identified in a preliminary way, we know enough to state with confidence that the problem is real, that it has a transboundary character and that urgent action is needed. The individual countries in the region do not have adequate means to efficiently solve the problem of uranium waste re-cultivation. Except for Kazakhstan, there are no national programs on contaminated area rehabilitation that receive regular financing required for their implementation.
The nature of this problem is such that collaboration between the Central Asian countries to resolve the problem is crucial for our success. I would like to highlight the importance of the collaboration we have already seen in the work leading up to this Forum and I take this opportunity to congratulate the delegations from Central Asia for these first important steps.

Specifically the outcomes of the Regional Conference held in April 2009 in Bishkek opened a discussion on the identification of transboundary hazards and the first round of technical and collaborative actions aimed at proper safeguarding of radioactive waste disposal sites. The Draft Framework Document was jointly developed by regional and international experts. It includes a preliminary package of projects on radioactive waste management. The majority of the proposals are tailored to country specific needs and circumstances, but the value of their implementation will be more than the sum of the individual projects: we will have achieved regional impact and a Central Asian success story. 

Towards this end, the Draft Framework Document contains a detailed analysis of the current situation in radioactive waste management, the status of disposal sites, particularly, the ones located in the environmental «hot spots» of the region that constitute a high transboundary risk. We believe that the Framework Document constitutes an important first step, even if additional work on technically defined solutions is still needed. Today you received handouts of the Enhanced Summary of this document, and I would like to emphasize our sincere desire to further open up the process of its next round of elaboration to other stakeholders. Even in its draft form, the Framework Document has helped us to clarify some key conclusions and a path, or road map, forward: 

· We know that the sites we have identified as the most dangerous must be effectively contained from contaminating ground water and rivers, including a range of concrete actions like improving the stability of protective cover, eliminating the contact of toxic waste with groundwater and rivers, etc; 

· Additional baseline data is still needed, particularly for the most dangerous sites and monitoring systems should be put into place; 

· We know that the regulatory framework of national laws must be strengthened and in some cases, capacities must be developed within the countries to sustainably manage the dumps; 

· While business sector investment is probable and a positive element in re-cultivating the uranium, we must ensure that communities are involved and benefit from the investments, both economically and environmentally. 
SLIDE № 12 (It would be good to name Internet address with the text of the Framework Document: www.uranium.kg. Good PR technique)

In accordance with these agreed principles and priorities, the countries have initiated the preparation of project proposals, building upon their own respective experiences with the issue and aimed at solving problems of radioactive waste management and disposal. Some examples:

· Uzbekistan has already effectively reduced the radiological risks to many  local populations and proposes to strengthen this capacity and possibly share their expertise with others;
· Tajikistan has defined the technologies for treatment of tailing disposal sites; 

· Kazakhstan, acknowledged as a high- capacity country by the International Atomic Energy Agency in managing nuclear waste, has defined monitoring and rehabilitation of certain areas as a priority and may share its experiences with other Central Asian states; 

· The Kyrgyz Republic has proposed concrete ideas for technical solutions and social - economic rehabilitation of communities.

We believe that the time frame for response can be divided between:
· Urgent measures aiming at eliminating threat from the most unstable sites to prevent radioactive contamination of transboundary river basins;
· Medium-term measures to improve legislation, institutional framework, establish a unified monitoring system, and information exchange;
· Long-term measures associated with addressing the vulnerability of sites to seismic activity and natural disasters.
I would like to give you an example of the risk rating which visually demonstrates threats of certain buried waste sites. (slide)
As you see, these tailings create a serious threat today and this threat increases with years. 

As we consider strengthening a coordinated and comprehensive approach to problem resolution, it is worthwhile to note and positively acknowledge that there is already a range of work done by the countries themselves and assistance that is rendered by the donor countries, international organizations and financial institutions. We can mention specifically the United Nations Organizations including UNDP and the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the World Bank and the Global Environmental Facility, the Governments of Finland, Japan, Switzerland, the USA, Norway, Germany, and others. However, despite assistance, greater focus on solutions, on funding and on coordination of these efforts is crucially needed to achieve real results for the affected communities. The recognition of this fact is the reason we are all here today. I would like to encourage the participants to review and support the declaration we have circulated as we believe that this will strengthen our ability to support the Governments in moving forward with a results oriented approach. 
Our motivation as an international community is strengthened by the resolve and collaboration that is demonstrated within Central Asia towards the resolution of the problems. As the Central Asian countries emphasize the importance of implementing preventive measures and effective actions on re-cultivation and rehabilitation of polluted areas, we are pleased to support their efforts.
In our opinion today it is necessary to implement the following: 

· Complete the development of high priority proposals; 

· Approve funding from multiple partners but in a coordinated manner on high priority proposals; 

· Initiate implementation of high priority initiatives.
In this next slide, you can see where to get more information on all of these questions. 

In conclusion I would like to say that solution of uranium tailings issue is moving forward. In the past this issue was addressed as an academic question which was constantly analyzed or implemented at the level of small-scale projects. Now, as evidenced by this Forum, we coordinate actions and we are rapidly building a set of technically credible and comprehensive solutions that can be and will be implemented. We understand that our goal is to be ready for a successful, joint, consolidated, long-term work. We came to this conclusion during the Conference held this past April in Bishkek. And today we appeal to all stakeholders to step up the pace of defining solutions, to work in close collaboration with the Governments of Central Asia and among themselves, with a view on results.  

I am confident that next year we will be able to positively assess our progress in achieving the outcomes. 
Thank you!
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