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WELCOMING MESSAGE
Of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic Mr. K. Bakiev
to the participants of the High Level International Forum 

“Uranium Tailings in Central Asia: Local Problems, Regional Consequences, Global solution”

Geneva, 29 June 2009 
____________________________________________________________

Dear participants of the International Forum!

Issues of the environment protection, provision of environmental safety, rational utilization of scarce important natural resources carry new challenges and risks in XXI century.  These problems require constant attention and adoption of complex, properly coordinated and timely preventive measures on all levels-international, regional and national. 

In accordance with abovementioned positions Kyrgyzstan sets its priorities in the area of environment protection, as a basis for sustainable human development, maintenance of the balance of human rights, society, nature, reservation of unique natural complexes for our future generations.  National priorities identified in the Country Development Strategy are closely connected to the UN Millennium Goals.  

In the beginning of 2008 I started with initiative on conduction of a more coordinated work at the international level.  Thus, I appealed to the UNDP with a proposal to assist in consolidation of international efforts at this direction, as well as to organize high level International Forum on the issues of uranium tailings.  I would like to express my gratitude to the UNDP for the conducted work.  Consolidated proposals on priority projects of national, transboundary and regional character are presented at this Forum.  These consolidated proposals will become foundation for the subsequent targeted work on specific programmes and projects.    
Kyrgyz Republic sets a high priority on conduction of active preventive measures on the issues of tailings, through wide specter of possibilities  including within several UN Conventions.  Numerous tailings, containing large volumes of highly toxic wastes of uranium production and other hazardous technologic waste carry substantial risks of possible large environmental and humanitarian catastrophe for the wide Central Asian region.  Liquidation of possible consequences which can damage people’ health and thwart socio-economic development of the region as a whole will require huge financial and other expenses.  

We have to take into consideration the issues related to providing countries in the region with water resources.  In case of possible contamination of water basins in Central Asia with radioactive and highly toxic wastes the existing problem of water deficit will become even more daunting and formidable. 

Kyrgyzstan, as a part of zone, free from nuclear weapons, follows strictly to the Treaty on nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, other norms of international law on non proliferation of nuclear weapons, preventing unlawful transportation of raw materials containing uranium, and material that can be utilized for terroristic aims.  In this context, liquidation and re-cultivation of uranium tailings is an important component of joint work of the countries of the region with the support from international community. 

Kyrgyzstan constantly conducts urgent works related to the prevention of environmental catastrophes.  These works are conducted from own funds, as well as with the support of international organizations and donors.  However, the scale of the problem requires higher level of joint work and attraction of adequate financial and other resources, which are not sufficient for now.  
Wide consultations with countries of Central Asia, donors, international organizations, expert community were conducted during past time.  It is important to note, that today Central Asian countries are coming with consolidated initiative, from position and interest of the wide region, with full observance of national priorities.  Therefore, I would like to express special appreciation to the governments and representative of Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

I am glad and thankful to highlight that UN, IAEA, WB, OSCE, NATO, European Commission, other organizations and donor countries which are assisting in solving these issues on specific sites or through conducting researches and developing specific recommendations are participating in this initiative.  I would also welcome high interest in the subsequent joint solution of the large scale regional issue from the EurAsEC side, European Commission, Russian Federation, leading financial institutions. 

 I wish successful work to the participants of the Forum in developing practical proposals and projects, which will allow provision of safety to the citizens, protection of unique nature of the wide scale Central Asian region from possible environmental catastrophe and creation of an additional condition for sustainable development.  
    President of the Kyrgyz Republic                                                  K. Bakiev 
