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Dear deputies of the UN General Secretary and Co-Chairman of the Forum!

Dear heads and members of delegation of Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan!

Dear high representatives of the donor community, international organizations, members of diplomatic corps!

Dear participants of the Forum! 


First of all, I would like to welcome you.  Allow me to fulfill the assignment of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic Mr. Kurmanbek Bakiev and read his welcome message to the participants of this Forum.   
Text of the Welcome Message of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Dear Forum participants! 
    
From President’s message one can see the high concern of the Kyrgyzstan in regards to this issue, which contains high risks and challenges for the development of Central Asian region.  

For the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic the solution of this issue- is one of the important long-time priorities.  We are firm in making all possible efforts at national as well as at regional and international levels for prevention of possible environmental catastrophes, negative influences on the health of millions of citizens in our and in other countries of the region.  

Kyrgyzstan holds more than 90 tailings and dumps covering area of 6.5 thousand hectares and containing 286 million tons uranium and other highly toxic wastes.  The condition of the most of tailings does not comply with modern safety standards.  For decades after the closure of appropriate industries, the safety facilities seriously degraded and are continuing to ruin under the influence of natural factors, including rains, mud flows, landslides and earthquakes.  The protective constructions by now cannot provide environmental safety in an appropriate and long-time manner.  
Underground and ground water sources which are used by people for drinking, watering of plants and for other domestic needs are getting contaminated.  Cities and settlements, built on the basis of industries related to uranium and rare metals mining and milling, which are not functioning for a long time now, are at the stage of downfall.  There the levels of poverty and extreme poverty are higher than average number in the country. This stimulated negative consequences related to internal migration.  Modern stalkers (diggers) appeared, who try to find additional earnings through unsanctioned diggings at tailings.  The system of targeted medical assistance and monitoring requires urgent strengthening as does all social and engineering system.  This is the scale of problem and possible risks at national level.  Kyrgyzstan annually allocates financial resources from the country budget for implementation of preventive measures.  However, the general scale of the issue does not allow its solution with own efforts considering well known financial and economic difficulties.  We need support of the international community.       
Along with this a number of large uranium tailings are located in a close vicinity to the rivers and water sources which are basis of the water basin in the whole Central-Asian region.  Contamination of transboudary rivers by highly toxic wastes in case of possible accident on the tailings, might bring to a more large scale environmental and humanitarian catastrophes.  The risks that negatively influence in a long time lives and health of the millions of people, socio economic development in a number of Central Asian countries are increasing.  This issue represents totally different level of danger.  Here we are talking of possible large scale risks of regional and international character, compared with regional environmental and humanitarian catastrophe.  Countries of the region, with the support of international community can not and must not allow such scenario development.          
Thus, the problem carries systematic character, it has not only national, but also regional character and requires complex solution on the basis of well coordinated and effective actions, from the countries in the region as well as in partnership with international organizations and financial institutions. 

The Government of the Kyrgyz Republic is actively cooperating with donor community and development agencies for many years now.  We are thankful to the UN System, IAEA, UNDP, OSCE, NATO, European Commission, Governments of Germany, Russia, Czech Republic, USA that implemented line of important researches and prepared recommendations on solving issues of uranium tailings.  We are thankful to the World Bank that currently implements large scale project on re-cultivation of one of the most hazardous tailings in the Mailuu-Suu city.  This project carries transboundary character.
 In accordance with existing information similar work has been and is being conducted in other countries of the region.  In many cases in such work not only national but also regional aspect is involved.  

However, in our views, this work must be substantially activated and conducted on the level adequate to the scales of the problem, with attraction of substantial volumes of financial and other resources.  In this context, effective and focused on achieving practical results coordination of joint actions of the countries in the region, international organizations and donors plays an important role.    

Government of the Kyrgyz Republic persistently works in this direction for a long time now. 

In 2007 Kyrgyzstan together with the United Nations Development Programme and Secretariat of the EurAsEC Integration Committee has signed Appeal to the governments, international financial organizations and development agencies, representatives of the private sector and other organizations on the dangers of possible radioactive waste contamination in Central Asia.  
We actively participate in the development of the Concept and interstate target programme of EurAsEC “Re-cultivation of territories of the state-members of EurAsEC, exposed to uranium mining industries, as well as other zones of radioactive contamination”.  This programme provides specific projects on re-cultivation of hazardous tailings in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, other measures directed towards heath safety of the population, environment protection and unique natural resources.  I would like to express gratitude to the Russian Federation, Rosatom, EurAsEC Integration Committee for initiating this important programme and express confidence, that it will  be approved until the end of the year.     

Only this year I appealed several times to my colleagues – heads of the Governments of Central Asian countries with a proposal on more close and coordinated work on the subject matter.  During recent meeting of the heads of the governments of EurAsEC member countries in Moscow I again brought this problem.  In principal all partners acknowledge importance of this problem and need to address it. 
This common understanding on the importance of this problem from countries in the region, as well as other interested states, international community was reflected during the work of the regional conference on the issues of uranium tailings in Bishkek, held at the end of April 2009.  During several days not only priority directions of the coming joint work, coordination mechanisms, but also specific business and investment proposals of national and transboundary level  were comprehensively discussed.  Materials and project proposals prepared and completed in accordance with the results of the conference in Bishkek are presented for your consideration at this Forum. 
Dear participants of the Forum!

As I have already mentioned, this problem carries systematic character and requires complex approach in order to address it.  In our views it requires the following actions: 

1. Urgently develop and start practical realization of priority national, transboundary and regional projects on liquidation, re-cultivation and safe maintenance of tailings, providing reliable protection of people and environment from possible contamination, with participation and support of international organizations.   

Projects in Kadjy-Sai, Minkush, Ak-Tyuz, Orlovka etc in Kyrgyzstan belong to such projects. 
2.   Provide subsequent approximation of national legislations with best international standards, related to the problems of nuclear non-proliferation, prevention of unsanctioned and unlawful transportation and utilization of radioactive and other highly toxic materials for the terrorism purposes and implementation of the effective mechanisms of tailings’ management. 
3.  Develop and implement in practice mechanism of institutional organization and coordination of coming joint work at both national and regional levels.  
In Kyrgyzstan in a nearest future we are intending to create, from the example of many other countries, independent state regulatory body – agency on nuclear and radiation safety.  This will allow more effective coordination of works at national level, and provide effective connection with neighboring countries and international community.  This body requires support from key international partners.
We welcome UNDP initiative on assisting subsequent support in strengthening institutional and expert potential for coordination of joint work of countries in the region with donors, on supporting preparation of national and transboundary projects.  We are ready to provide required political support in this direction to UNDP as well as to other international partners. 
  4.  Prepare and implement such investment projects that not only will promote complex solution of the tailings’ issues, but at the same time would create additional conditions for the economic growth, job placement and environment protection.  This route is directly related with deep re-cycling of the tailings’ contents on the basis of new technologies, with attraction of private sector and direct investments.  New niche for partnership with private sector have to stand on along with requirements of the legislation, on which I have talked above.  Such partnership is related not only to industrial, but also to the social area, it can give new impulse to the development of social responsibility of the private sector.  Russian group of companies “Renova” currently implements project on a deep recycling of the tailings of the Kara Balta Mining Combinate in Kyrgyzstan, which is one of the largest tailings in Central Asia.  At the same time project proposals in social sphere are developed.       

5.  Prepare and implement projects in social and humanitarian areas, related to monitoring and health protection of the population, living on the territories subject to risks of radioactive and toxic influence, on re-building social infrastructure of so called “uranium cities and settlements”, work with local communities and citizens on increasing their awareness on existing risks and urgent preventive measures. 

33 project proposals for approximately 142 million USD are prepared by Kyrgyzstan for consideration at this Forum.  We are ready for subsequent partner negotiations with international community on their completion and implementation. 
Dear participants of the Forum!

I am confident that important and beneficial experience on tailings’ management is accumulated in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan and in many other countries of the world.  We could jointly utilize this experience, as well as best international practice for development of new ideas and approaches that will become basis for preparation of project proposals for each of the countries in the region and subsequent work with donor community of bi-lateral and multilateral levels. 
Today important discussions will take place.  I am sure that they will be in a constructive manner and will contain specific proposals for subsequent joint work.  I think that both countries of the region and our foreign partners have accumulated critical mass of analytic information, and have understanding of the importance of this problem and have readiness to jointly and insistently work in addressing it.  
In conclusion, I would like to once more express my appreciation to the delegations from Central Asian countries, other stakeholder countries, international organizations for coming to this important meeting.  I hope that all of the participants will support our appreciation to the UN System, UNDP who have created conditions to have this meeting in Geneva. 
I wish successful and fruitful work to the participants.

Thank you for attention.         
