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Dear Forum participants! 
Ladies and Gentlemen!


I gladly highlight that a High Level International Forum on the issues of uranium tailings in Central Asia became next important stage on the long and difficult way, which we have to walk through together in order to implement planned measures. 


It is important to note that previously identified main priorities and most effective directions in solving these issues were once more confirmed during open and constructive discussions.  


High interest of all participants – representatives of Central Asian and other countries, international organizations and donors to act jointly and implement coordinated measures not only at national, but also at regional and international levels inspires optimism. 


Wide and accessible volume of information on this issue and related risks for the health of population, for the environment and sustainable development, existence of positive practical experience and preparation of recommendations on effective realization of preventive measures and implementation of successful  work mechanisms and new technologies, along with political support are the key factors for achieving jointly set targets. 

We cannot and must not abort joint work, or postpone it for the future. The cost of this issue is high – all jointly set plans and practical actions must provide achievement of the main target – to protect health and provide safety to the citizens, prevent environmental catastrophe and risks for sustainable socio-economic development of each of our countries and the region as a whole. 

We expect from our foreign partners-donors and international organizations prompt decision making on the intentions which were provided during the Forum’s work. 
From own side Kyrgyzstan, and I am sure that our colleagues in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan will provide ultimate support in completion, adoption and subsequent implementation of joint project at national as well as transboundary and regional levels. 
Concluding my speech I find it necessary to highlight that this Forum has achieved its aims and objectives and I hope that all of the participants will support me.  

I would also once more express my appreciation to the UN System, UNDP, IAEA, other international organizations for the great work on organization and conduction of this important Forum.  

We are thankful to all experts and participants of the Forum for intellectual input in solving this serious issue. 

I express our general gratitude for the Forum’s Secretariat, interpreters, technical personnel, to those who assisted in establishment of necessary conditions for our successful work, as well as to representatives of mass media, whose efforts will bring information on the Forum to the general public. 

Also allow me to invite all of the participants to the concert of artists from Kyrgyzstan who will present you traditional arts of Central Asian people, as well as to the reception which will be held after the concert.
I wish all participants great successes and well being. 
Thank you for attention.    

